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Ukraine Permission Extension Scheme

Overview

On 18 February 2024, the UK government announced that existing Ukraine scheme visa
holders will be able to apply for permission to remain in the UK for an additional 18 months
under a new Ukraine Permission Extension Scheme (UPE). The UPE scheme opened to
applications at 09:00 GMT on 4 February 2025.

A Ukrainian national, or the family member of a Ukrainian national, living in the UK with
existing permission on one of the Ukraine schemes, may be eligible to apply for UPE to
continue living in the UK for up to a further 18 months.

It will be free to apply to the new visa route. Eligible individuals will need to make an
application online. If the application is successful, Ukrainians will be able to continue to
live, work and study in the UK and access public funds.

Eligibility

To apply to the Ukraine Permission Extension (UPE) scheme an individual must already
have been granted permission under one of the existing Ukraine Schemes. This means
they must have been granted permission to stay in the UK under either the:

e Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme (Homes for Ukraine)
e Ukraine Family Scheme
e Ukraine Extension Scheme

Individuals may also be eligible to apply to the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme if
they have been granted Leave outside the Rules in certain circumstances.

An individual must also:

e be in the UK when making an application

¢ have been living in the UK (and Islands, which includes Guernsey, Jersey, and the
Isle of Man) since they were granted or arrived in the UK with permission under the
Ukraine Schemes.

e Further details on eligibility and application processes is available at Applying to the
Ukraine Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.goVv.uk)

o Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension
scheme: caseworker guidance - GOV.UK
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Living in the UK

The UPE scheme is intended to allow those with existing permission granted under the
Ukraine Schemes, who continue to require sanctuary in the UK, to apply for further
permission to stay in the UK. This means that to be eligible, they will need to have been
living in the UK (and Islands) since they:

e arrived in the UK with Ukraine Scheme permission; or
e were granted Ukraine Scheme permission in the UK

Short visits or holidays will generally not be regarded as living outside of the UK, and they
may not be required to provide evidence of ongoing ties to the UK.

If someone has spent temporary periods of time (under 12 months) outside of the UK in
Ukraine, these will not be considered as living outside the UK.

If they have spent temporary periods (generally, under 12 months) outside of the UK or
Ukraine in third countries, they will generally need to demonstrate ongoing ties to the UK
to allow us to consider whether those periods amount to living outside of the UK.

If they have spent more than temporary periods (12 months or over) outside the UK they
will need to demonstrate ongoing ties to the UK and the circumstances of their time spent
outside of the UK will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

There is not an exhaustive list of acceptable evidence and there is no set number of
documents required to show ongoing ties. For some examples of the types of evidence
that might be helpful see: Applying to the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Applications

e The Ukraine Permission Extension scheme opened for applications from 09:00 GMT
on 4 February 2025. It is not an automatic extension of current Ukraine permission.

e Ukrainians should only make an application to the Ukraine Permission Extension
scheme when their current permission has 28 days or less remaining until it expires.

e Applications must be made before current visa permission expires.

e If applications are made too early, the application may be rejected and not considered.
If this happens, applicants will need to reapply when their current permission has 28
days or less remaining until it expires.
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e If applicants apply after their current permission expires, even if their application for
UPE is successful later, they will lose their current entitlements to work, rent and
receive benefits until a decision is made on your late application. They may be required
to repay any public funds (for example, certain benefits) that are paid during this
period.

e Itis important applicants know the date when their current visa permission will end so
that they apply to UPE in time. If applicants are unsure when their current permission
ends, they can sign into your UKVI account to find out.

e Further detail on eligibility and application processes is available at Applying to the
Ukraine Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

e Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme:
caseworker guidance - GOV.UK

Documentation

Before submitting an application to apply for a UPE visa, applicants should ensure:

e They have created a UKVI account and have access to their eVisa

e They retain their expired Biometric Residency Permit (BRP), if they have one, as it
may be required as part of their application process.

e They apply within 28 days of their current permission expiring

When making an application, applicants will need to:

e prove their identity

e confirm they are in the UK when making your application

e confirm whether they have had permission to be in the UK on a Ukraine Scheme

e provide information about their accommodation in the UK

e provide information on the application form about any time they have spent living
outside of the UK or Ukraine since they were granted permission under the Ukraine
schemes

If they are not a Ukrainian national, they will also need to provide information about their
relationship to a Ukrainian national, further detail can be found at Applying to the Ukraine
Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

If they are applying as or on behalf of a child under the age of 18, they will need to provide
additional information and evidence, further detail can be found at Applying to the Ukraine
Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.qgov.uk)

Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme:
caseworker guidance - GOV.UK
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Individuals may need to provide other evidence of their eligibility depending on their
individual circumstances. They will generally not be required to upload evidence as part of
their application but in some cases a caseworker may contact them to ask for additional
information or evidence.

If further evidence of an applicant’s relationship to a Ukrainian national is needed,
individuals may be asked to provide documents such as a marriage certificate or birth
certificate.

If further evidence that an applicant has been living in the UK is needed, individuals may
be asked to provide evidence such as rental agreements or other official documents that
show their address in the UK. There is no exhaustive list and there is no set number of
documents required to show ongoing ties. Examples of acceptable evidence may include,
but are not limited to:

« evidence of living in a property in the UK, such as a tenancy agreement, mortgage
agreement, letter from landlord, or letter from housing trust

« employment letter confirming the applicant is in regular employment in the UK

o aletter from a local authority — for example where there is contact with a child or
school placements

o aletter from an educational institution confirming enrolment and attendance on a
course of study

e bank statements showing regular spending activity in the UK

e UK bills, such as council tax, utility bills, phone bills, TV license, veterinary bills, .

Proof of identity

To prove their identity, an individual will need a passport or a biometric residence permit
card (BRP). They can use a BRP to prove their identity when applying for UPE, even when
it has expired.

Using an expired BRP as part of an application may save applicants from having to attend
a visa application centre to re-enrol their biometrics. This makes the visa application
process quicker and easier.

Most people may be able to provide their ID documentation evidence via the ‘UK
Immigration: ID check’ app as part of their application to UPE. Those who have to provide
their biometrics will be able to upload their evidence through the enrolment centre.

Applicants who do not have a BRP, or did not provide biometrics as part of their current
permission, may need to book an appointment to have their facial image and fingerprints
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(biometric information) taken at a UKVCAS service point in the UK as part of their
application.

Children under the age of 5 will not have their fingerprints taken but will still need to book
and attend an appointment at a UKVCAS service point to have their digital photograph
taken.

For further information on how biometrics will be reused in the early stages of the scheme,
please see the section Resuing Existing Biometrics below. Guidance on proving identity
can be found on Gov.uk at Applying to the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme -
GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme:
caseworker guidance - GOV.UK

For more information on providing biometrics at a UKVCAS service point, including
opening hours and appointment booking, please visit the TLS website.

Applications for children under 18
Children will be required to be in the UK with a:

e parent

e legal guardian

e close relative

e an adult who has taken responsibility for their care
e orin the care of the local authority

When making an application as or on behalf of a child under the age of 18, applicants will
need to provide the child’s full birth or adoption certificate which shows the details of their
parents.

Applicants will also be asked to provide evidence of the child’s parent or legal guardian’s
nationality or identity document.

Additionally, applicants will be asked to provide evidence of the parent or legal guardian’s
immigration status, for example their passport number or Unique Application Number
(UAN).

If a local authority is applying on behalf of a child, some of the documents mentioned
above are not required.

Further details on applications for children under 18 will be available on Gov.uk at Applying
to the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme:
caseworker guidance - GOV.UK

Page 8 of 16



https://www.gov.uk/guidance/applying-to-the-ukraine-permission-extension-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/applying-to-the-ukraine-permission-extension-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-permission-extension-scheme-caseworker-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-permission-extension-scheme-caseworker-guidance
https://gbr01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fvcas.tlscontact.com%2Fcountry%2Fgb%2F&data=05%7C02%7CBrendan.Burke1%40homeoffice.gov.uk%7Cd0cbfa0424a141f9d4a108dd450b4f1a%7Cf24d93ecb2914192a08af182245945c2%7C0%7C0%7C638742637110587269%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8dj503naZtHaRTckOtAPYR6zfTc24mS29zFWL0p7ilM%3D&reserved=0
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/applying-to-the-ukraine-permission-extension-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/applying-to-the-ukraine-permission-extension-scheme
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-permission-extension-scheme-caseworker-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/ukraine-permission-extension-scheme-caseworker-guidance

A child under the age of 18 may be granted a period of permission that matches that of a
parent, if the parent:

e has permission to stay in the UK under the Ukraine schemes, including Leave
Outside the Rules (LOTR) in some circumstances; and

e s living in the UK; and

¢ is living with the child and jointly or solely responsible for their day-to-day care.

The length of the child’s permission will be granted in line with the parent who holds the
longest remaining length of permission if both parents meet all the criteria.

Children who are not living with their parent, for instance in the care of the Local Authority
or legal guardian, will be granted 18 months permission under the scheme.

More information for Local Authorities applying on behalf of a child can be found on
Gov.uk at Applying to the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.goV.uk)

Application from a family member of a Ukrainian national

A person who is not a Ukrainian national, can apply if they have been granted permission
under one of the other Ukraine Schemes as the:

e partner of a Ukrainian national

e child of a Ukrainian national

e parent of a Ukrainian national who was granted Ukraine scheme permission before
turning 18 years old

o fiancé(e) or proposed civil partner of a Ukrainian national

e a family member granted permission in accordance with the now closed Ukraine
Family Scheme

If they were previously granted permission as the partner, spouse, or civil partner of a
Ukrainian national, they will be required to submit evidence to demonstrate that they
continue to be in an eligible relationship.

In other circumstances, applicants may be contacted and asked for evidence of their family
relationship to a Ukrainian national, for example birth certificates, marriage certificates.

If they are no longer in a relationship, they may still be eligible for permission to stay in the
UK under UPE if they are the parent of a child who is in the UK with permission under the
Ukraine Schemes, or a child who would, if they made an application, be eligible for

permission under the Ukraine Schemes.
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Travelling outside of the UK before you apply

Applicants must be inside the UK when making an application to UPE. The application will
not be valid and may be rejected if an applicant applies from outside the UK.

If an applicant needs to travel close to the expiry date of their existing permission, they
should ensure they plan to return to the UK within the validity of their existing visa to be
able to make an UPE application in the UK.

Post Application

After an applicant has applied online, proved their identity and provided their documents
and biometrics (if required), the Home Office will consider their application.

Applicants will usually receive a decision within 8 weeks. We expect that decisions will
usually be made within 40 working days of biometrics being provided or documents being
uploaded for customers using the AUK app. 40 working days is the greatest length of time
we anticipate a straightforward application to take to process, not the average. Customers
will be notified when an application is non-straightforward to assure them that it will be
processed in a timely manner.

Applicants should not travel outside of the UK or any other part of the Common Travel
Area (the Common Travel Area includes the UK, Ireland, Jersey, Guernsey, Isle of Man)
whilst waiting for a decision on their application. If they do travel, then their application will
be withdrawn and will not be considered.

If the applicant’s current permission expires before a decision is made on their UPE
application they do not need to take any action, as their current permission will continue
under section 3C leave.

The purpose of section 3C leave is to prevent a person who makes an in-time application
to extend their leave from becoming an overstayer while they are awaiting a decision on
that application.

An eVisa will show the start date of an individual’s previous permission and the date that it
expired. There will be some additional information underneath the National Insurance
number that will confirm that they are able to stay in the UK until a decision has been
made on their application and that they retain the same rights as their current permission.

For interactions with third parties, such as landlords and employers, individuals can use
the “view and prove"” service to generate a share code and choose who to share their data
with. They can preview the information that is shared before it is seen by a third party.

When a third party uses an applicant’s share code, they will not see a start date or end
date on an applicant’s permission, but they will be able to see that their eVisa
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demonstrates that they can continue to have the right to work and, rent_ and entitlement to
benefits.

If an applicant’s existing permission expires whilst they are outside of the UK, they will
need to apply for further entry clearance in another route, for which they qualify if they wish
to return to the UK. They cannot apply for UPE outside of the UK.

The applicant will receive a decision letter by email confirming the outcome of their
application and what it means for them.

Further details on eligibility and application processes is available at Applying to the
Ukraine Permission Extension scheme - GOV.UK (www.goV.uk)

Caseworker guidance for UPE is available at: Ukraine Permission Extension scheme:
caseworker guidance - GOV.UK

Updated Immigration Status

Following a successful application, an applicant's eVisa (an online record of your
immigration status) will be updated to show their new UPE permission. Their decision
notice will inform them how to get access to your eVisa. They will also be able to see it in
their UKVI account.

They will be able to prove their immigration status and conditions to others, for example
employers and landlords, using the view and prove service.

The UPE permission will allow them to continue to work, study, rent property (in England)
and receive public funds benefits for a further 18 months from the date of decision.

After an individual has received a decision on their UPE application, before they travel in
future, they’ll need to sign in to your UKVI account to check their eVisa is linked to their
current passport or travel document. They will still need to carry their current passport or
travel document with them.

Individuals will have digital status and will need to create an eVisa account if they haven't
already done so. Details of how to do this are available at www.gov.uk/eVisa. They will
then be able to prove their right to rent by providing their landlord/letting agent with a share
code online at prove your right to rent in England. They will also be able to prove their right
to work by providing their employer with a share code online at prove your right to work to

an employer.

If there are any issues with someone’s digital status in terms of account registration and
accessibility, they can contact the UKVI Resolution centre. If they experience eVisa errors
such as biographical errors, validity/expiry dates issues they can contact Report an error-
eVisa
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Further guidance for employers and landlords can be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/right-to-work-checks-employers-guide Annex
D: Employment of Ukrainian nationals

https://www.qgov.uk/government/publications/landlords-quide-to-right-to-rent-checks Annex
C: Ukrainian nationals and right to rent.

Students

It is vital we provide sponsors and guests with certainty about their future, which is
particularly important for those in (and seeking) work, further education and those seeking
to secure accommodation in the private rental sector.

We are mindful of the importance of continuity of education and are keeping the matter
under review.

We continue to work across government to ensure we are supporting all Ukrainians in the
UK to give them the same access to education and childcare as a UK citizen.

For any students that may be taking part in a study year abroad as part of their course,
applications for further permission under the Ukraine Permission Extension (UPE) scheme
can only be made in the UK. An application will not be valid and may be rejected if it is
made from outside the UK.

If an individual needs to travel close to the expiry date of their existing permission, they
should ensure that they plan to return to the UK within the validity of their existing visa to
be able to make an UPE application in the UK.

If a person travels outside the Common Travel Area while their application is still being
processed, their application will be treated as withdrawn and will not be considered.

UPE is intended to allow those with existing in-country permission granted under the
Ukraine Schemes who continue to require sanctuary in the UK to apply for further
permission to stay in the UK, with the same entitlements to work, study and access public
funds as provided for under the existing Ukraine schemes. It is not the same as a Student
visa.

Those granted permission under one of the Ukraine schemes can switch into other visa
routes for which they qualify, if they choose to do so.

Where an individual had permission under one of the Ukraine schemes and has since

switched to another immigration route, they may also be eligible to apply for UPE, if they
wish, provided they continue to have permission to remain in the UK.
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Updating your details

Applicants must keep your details up to date, for example if they receive a new passport.
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Reusing existing biometrics
Background

The Ukraine Permission Extension scheme (UPE) is amongst the first immigration routes
to allow the option to reuse previously submitted biometrics (using existing fingerprints and
photographs submitted as part of an original Ukraine application) and Visa Application
Centre (VAC) integration.

In practice, this means the Home Office can reduce the number of Ukrainians who need to
attend a UKVCAS service point to submit their biometrics where they have already been
provided, leading to a smoother customer application process.

The vast majority of UPE applicants will be eligible to reuse previously submitted
biometrics without having to attend a visa application.

We will roll-out the option to reuse previously submitted biometrics using a phased
approach. Under both phases applicants can apply to the scheme at any point within the
28 days prior to their current permission expiring

The first phase delivers on our commitment to launch the Ukraine Permission Extension
scheme on 4 February. During this phase, applicants will be invited to attend a UK visa
application centre (UKVCAS) service point to provide their biometrics.

The second phase of the Ukraine Permission Extension scheme rollout will allow the
department to use existing biometrics for a faster, more streamlined, customer journey,
consequently reducing the need for an applicant to provide their biometric details a second
time.

The option to reuse previously submitted biometrics will be available in the coming weeks.
If an applicant’s permission expires before then, they will need to apply now and will need
to visit a UKVCAS service point to submit their biometrics for this new application. Doing
so will not affect the consideration of their application. Applications made in time will
benefit from provisions under 3C of the immigration rules whilst a decision is pending.
After an application has been submitted, applicants can usually expect to book an
appointment to provide biometrics within 5 working days.

Individuals can wait to apply for UPE, if they wish to benefit from the reuse of their
biometrics, provided they apply when their current permission has 28 days or less
remaining until it expires. If they do so, and they have previously provided biometrics and
retained their Biometric Residence Permit (BRP), they may be eligible to reuse previously
submitted biometrics and will not need to attend a UKVCAS service point to provide
biometrics.
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Ending the use of Permission to Travel Letters

Background:

From 00:01 GMT on 13 February 2025, individuals will no longer be able to travel to or
enter the UK using an open-ended permission to travel (PTT) letter without accompanying
permission to enter the UK. From this time, PTT letters will cease to be valid for travel on
airlines, trains or ferries, and individuals carrying them without permission will be refused
entry at the UK border and may be returned to their place of departure.

Key Messages:

Use of PTT letters to travel to and enter the UK will end at 00:01 GMT on 13
February 2025.

All applicants issued with a PTT letter who have not travelled to the UK have been
notified of this change directly well in advance of the changes taking effect.

Applicants who have been issued a PTT letter but not yet travelled to the UK, will
have sufficient time to use their PTT letter if they wish, before they are restricted.

All applicants who wish to travel to the UK must confirm they have accommodation
in place before doing so by contacting their application sponsor or UK-based family
member.

The Homes for Ukraine scheme will remain available, open and free of charge for
any Ukrainians who wish to apply to travel to the UK after PTT letter use ends on 13
February 2025.

Why has this change been made?

Permission to travel (PTT) letters were issued as part of an exceptional and
bespoke concession in response to the full-scale invasion of Ukraine, to allow
individuals seeking sanctuary in the UK to travel quickly to safety.

The process under which they were issued closed to new applications on 7
December 2023 and most applicants have had well over a year to travel to the UK
using their PTT letter.

PTT letters were always intended to be a temporary measure as part of the
immediate response to the invasion of Ukraine and were not intended to be used
indefinitely.

As most people issued a PTT letter have had sufficient time to travel, we are
realigning application requirements for all Ukrainian scheme applicants to ensure
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ongoing fairness in the use of the schemes.

Travel to the UK before 13 February 2025

e Applicants with issued PTT letters are free to continue to travel to, and enter, the
UK until 00.01 GMT on 13 February 2025.

e Before travelling, those wishing to come to the UK should contact their sponsor or
UK-based family member to ensure they have suitable accommodation in place for
their arrival.

e Applicants should only travel to the UK if they have confirmed they have suitable
accommodation arrangements in place for their safety and wellbeing.

Travel and entry to the UK on or after 13 February 2025

e PTT holders who wish to travel to the UK for temporary sanctuary on or after 13
February 2025 will not be able to do so with their expired PTT letter.

e Any arrivals with a PTT letter but no permission to enter the UK will be refused entry
to the UK and may be returned to their place of departure.

e Ukrainians and their families seeking temporary sanctuary in the UK after 13
February will need to submit a new application under the Homes for Ukraine
Scheme, which remains open and free to apply to.

e Individuals can find out more information on GOV.UK: Apply for a visa under the
Homes for Ukraine Sponsorship Scheme - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)

¢ Individuals may wish to come to the UK under another route and will need to make
a new application under that route. Further information can be found on GOV.UK:
How to apply for a visa to come to the UK: Choose a visa - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
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